Warning signal on the reduction and depletion of natural Groundwater resources
in Kabul city and early economic-social and environmental damages

July 13, 2017, Kabul, Afghanistan

1. Major vulnerability
* Serious lowering depth of water table
» Contaminate groundwater quality (physically, chemically and biologically) due human
activities
» Reduction and depletion of main aquifers
* Negative balance between recharge and discharge and recharge has progressively
exceeded discharge.
* Negative balance between surface water and groundwater flow
* Most of Dug wells (as well as Tube well), Karezes and springs dried up
2. Consequences of reduction and depletion of aquifers:

® The gaps (dewatering of aquifer) resulting from the reduction and depletion of aquifers
may result in land subsidence and causes significant socio-economic and environmental
damage. This problem has occurred in some of the countries as a result of the reduction
and depletion of groundwater.

* The storage and placement of groundwater comprised over the years and the
rehabilitation will be needed a high cost, more time and human resources. It may be no
resumption due to some technical consideration.

* The alternative of water resources for the Kabul city is not be searched and managed
right now, the crisis which is predicted from water scarcity will challenge the government
and residents of Kabul.

Note: In Kabul, the following studies(refrences) on groundwater show that the Kabul
aquifer have been at risk in the term of qualitative and quantitative from the human
activities and no effective action has been taken to prevent it. Long-term solutions are
emphasized in each of these studies, but it is now necessary for the urgent solutions that
will respond to the current scenarios mentioned above.
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